Oregon Trail landmarks

	St. Louis 
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Each year, in the early spring, Oregon-bound travelers from the eastern U.S. converged on St. Louis. It was the last big city most would ever see. The wide Missouri River headed due west from St. Louis, so most loaded their wagons onto steamships for the upstream journey.


	Independence 
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For many years Independence was the most popular "jumping off" point on the Oregon Trail. Here the emigrants stocked up on supplies and prepared their wagons. There was generally a festive air in Independence in the spring. 


	Council Bluffs 
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In 1804, Lewis and Clark held council with the local tribes on a nearby bluff and called the area Council Bluff. 


	Shawnee Mission 
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For many pioneers who left from Independence, Missouri,ºthe first night's camp would be at the Shawnee Mission. This Methodist outpost was built in 1839 for the purpose of teaching English and agriculture to the children of the Shawnee tribe. Here, the Oregon-bound emigrants might encounter a Native American for the first time. But the Shawnee were not native to this area; they had been moved to the mission from the eastern states. For centuries, they had been great hunters, but here they were taught to farm.


	Alcove Spring 
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A week or so after crossing the Kansas River, the emigrants were rewarded by the beauty of a popular campsite known as Alcove Spring.


	Fort Kearny 
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Ft. Kearny was the first military post built to protect the Oregon Trail emigrants. The fort remained an important wayside throughout the emigration period. Many pioneers purchased food at the fort, and nearly everyone took advantage of the fort's reliable mail service. In late May as many as 2,000 emigrants and 10,000 oxen might pass through in a single day.


	Platte River/Ash Hollow
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Most emigrants had been following the south side of the Platte River for hundreds of miles--this was the best place to cross. Unlike many other crossings, this river crossing was was not difficult most years.


	Courthouse Rock 
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To an emigrant who had never seen a mountain, or even a bluff, Courthouse Rock and its companion, Jail Rock were quite stunning. Many pioneers were so enraptured by these bizarre geologic features, they took a side trip of several miles--on foot--just to get a closer look.


http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Sites.html

	Chimney Rock 
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Today, the spire stands 325 feet above the plain, but during the time of the migration, Chimney Rock was substantially higher. It was the most spectacular landmark on the entire trail. Many considered it the eighth wonder of the world.


	Scotts Bluffs 
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Last in the series of geologic wonders the emigrants encountered was a group of formations known as Scotts Bluffs (now called Scottsbluff or Scotts Bluff).


	Fort Laramie 
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This military post was a welcome site for the pioneers--the first sign of civilization in six weeks. It was a unique respite from the endless wilderness.
Ft. Laramie marked 


	Fort Caspar 
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Ft. Casper was built in the Trail's later years--primarily to protect the telegraph office here. Because it was located at a popular river crossing, the fort was also the site of several ferries--and later a log bridge 


	Independence Rock 
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On any summer evening in July hundreds of emigrants could be found swarming all over Independence Rock, chiseling messages to others following behind.


	Devils Gate 
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A few miles west of Independence Rock, the Sweetwater threads it way through a narrow canyon called Devils Gate. But the wagons never passed through the chasm; they wisely detoured around. 


	South Pass 
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South Pass was the most important landmark on the Oregon Trail; the key to westward migration. Without South Pass, wagon travel across the continent would have been impossible--and Oregon and California would probably not have become a part of the United States. Yet, there's no narrow gorge here--this gap in the Rockies is miles wide.


	Fort Bridger 
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Before arriving, many emigrants hoped that Ft. Bridger would be a civilized outpost; perhaps something similar to Ft. Laramie. Instead, Ft. Bridger was a crude collection of rough-hewn log buildings that greatly disappointed the travelers.


	Fort Hall
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Ft. Hall was an important stop for the emigrants in the trail's early years.  Established by Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth in 1834 along the Snake River, Fort Hall first served as a fur trading post.


	Craters of the Moon
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Craters of the Moon (a named used only since the early 1900s) was an amazing site for the pioneers. The treeless, moonlike landscape was unlike anything they had ever seen. Unfortunately, the rocky lava flows slowed the pioneer's progress.


	3 Island Crossing
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Approaching Three Island Crossing (of the Snake River) meant the emigrants had a difficult choice. They could make a dangerous river crossing here for a direct route to Ft. Boise or stay on the south side of the Snake and follow the river around the bend. About half made the decision to cross using the three islands in the Snake as stepping stones. It would not be easy.


	Fort Boise/Boise City
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Fort Boise was originally built by the British Hudson's Bay Company to compete with American Fort Hall for fur. But by the 1840s, the fur trade was declining, and the emigrants were increasing. The fort served the wagon trains throughout the 40s but floods plagued the area--and by 1855 Ft. Boise was gone.


	Grande Ronde 
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The sight of the Grande Ronde valley brought delight to early travelers after their long journey across the dry plains. This great green bowl, encircled by mountainous walls, was more like the "Oregon" they expected to find. 


	Oregon City 
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This was the final stop in the 2000 mile long trail--Oregon City.
Emigrant James Miller


